Deepwater fisheries pose particular difficulties for management. Target species are difficult to assess with adequate levels of certainty, they are slow growing and generally vulnerable to overfishing and many of these fisheries reside outside EEZs and are, therefore, not subject to national jurisdictions.
Introduction
DEEPFISHMAN is a research project funded by the European Union FP7. Its main focus will be on developing a range of strategy options for the exploitation of deep-water species in NE Atlantic. DEEPFISHMAN relies upon interdisciplinary research from fishery science, ecology and socio-economy. It will establish strong involvement of stakeholders in the definition of monitoring and management frameworks for deepwater fisheries. It comprises thirteen partners from nine countries. Objectives 1.To identify and develop new and more effective monitoring and assessment methods, reference points, control rules and management framework to be used in the short term 2. To develop a long-term monitoring and management framework in which additional data needs will be specified in order to fill current information gaps to achieve reliable long-term management requirements 
Organization
The project comprises 8 work packages and 5 main case studies. A range of strategy options for monitoring and management will be developed which will incorporate an ecosystem approach to fisheries management. The socioeconomic profiles of the case study fisheries and the impact of management strategies will be examined for selected stocks. Target species in the Deep-water fisheries have posed particular difficulties for monitoring and management. There are few fisheries independent surveys carried out, their life history characteristics makes them difficult to assess and many of these fisheries are predominantly in international waters.
The primary objective of the project is to identify and develop new and more effective monitoring and assessment methods, reference points, control rules and a management framework to be used in the short term. The second objective is to develop a long-term monitoring and management framework to achieve reliable long-term management requirements.
The project outputs will aim to provide robust guidelines for deepwater fisheries management suitable for adoption within the Common Fishery Policy.
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STAKEHOLDERS' CONTRIBUTION
Stakeholder's involvement is an essential part of the project, since they offer a source of unique information in undertaking proposed approaches. Their involvement is realized through workshops were views on the present and possible future management regimes will be formulated. Communication with stakeholders through out the project will be carried out and maintained through a stakeholder outreach and dissemination program.
DEEPFISHMAN ORGANISATION
The project comprises 8 work packages (WP) and 5 main case studies. A range of strategy options for monitoring and management will be developed which will incorporate an ecosystem approach to fisheries management. The socio-economic profiles of the case study fisheries and the impact of management strategies will be examined for selected stocks.
The case studies are selected to reflect the characteristics and diversity of deepwater fisheries. Their output will contribute to several of the work packages for further data analysis. 
